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-seeded. The press is growing to be much more
personal, in the sense that its most important
directors are taking to themselves the right of
pursuing an individual line of their own, with
far less respect than of old to the supposed
exigencies of party or the communiquts of
political leaders. The editor of a Review of
great eminence said to the present writer (who,
for his own part, took a slightly more modest
view) that he regarded himself as equal in im-
portance to seventy-five Members of Parliament.
It is not altogether easy to weigh and measure
with this degree of precision. But what is
certain is that there are journalists on both
sides in politics to whom the public looks for
original suggestion, and from whom leading
politicians seek not merely such mechanical
support as they expect from their adherents
in the House of Commons, nor merely the uses
of the vane to show which way the wind
blows, but ideas, guidance, and counsel, as from
persons of co-equal authority with themselves.
England is still a long way from the point at
which French journalism lias arrived in this
matter. We cannot count an effective host of